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assassinations 
anel to question 
fay's brother 


Washington — (UPI) — The House 
ssassinations Committee sought a 
mrt order yesterday to question the 
died brother of James Earl Ray 
»ut whether he was part of a possi- 
e family conspiracy to kill Martin 
uther King Jr. 

The panel directed chief counsel G. 
obert Blakey to ask the U.S. District 
)urt in Washington for an order per- 
illing John Larry Ray, brother of 
ing’s convicted assassin, to appear 
» a witness Friday. 

John Larry Ray was arrested Mon- 
ty in St. Louis on suspicion of bur- 
ary and assault with intent to kill. 
i was taken into custody a short 
ne after- a man broke into a south 
ie home and fought with three per- 
ns. 

James Earl’s other brother, Jerry, 
is also expected to testify this week 
the House committee winds up a 
o-year, $5-million investigation into 
e assassinations of King and John F. 
:nnedy. 

Blakey interrupted testimony by 
rmer Attorney General Ramsey 
ark to ask the committee for author- 
ition to seek a “court writ” to get 
hn to testify. 

rhe panel, which heard the FBI 
ticized the day before for failing to 
ik into the possibility of a Ray 
tmily conspiracy” to kill King, 
ted to seek the court order and then 
»umed questioning Clark, 
n St. Louis, Circuit Attorney 
Giorge Peach said he would not op- 


pose efforts to have John Larry leave 
jail to testify in Washington. 

Blakey told the panel Monday the 
FBI had failed to adequately investi- 
gate “substantial evidence of contacts 
between Ray and his brothers, Jerry, 
and John, at various times between 
his escape from prison and the assas- ' 
sination.” 

He said there were indications that’ 
one of Ray’s brothers might even be 
the mysterious “Raoul” blamed by 
the convicted assassin for the killing. 

Blakey cited the following evidence 
in raising the possibility of a Ray fam- 
ily conspiracy in the King assassina- 
tion: 

— Statements by several witnesses 
pointing to meetings between Ray and< 
at least one of his brothers. 

— Independently obtained informa- 
tion that conflicts with denials by Jer- 
ry and John Larry of pre-assassina-, 
tion contacts with James Earl. I- 

— Missouri State Penitentiary re-> 
cords indicating that John Larry visit-’-' 
ed the convicted assassin on the day ' 
before James Earl escaped from jail - 
the year before the killing. 

— Information that Jerry twice 
claimed to have knowledge of an as- 
sassination conspiracy. , 

— James Earl’s statement to a; 
salesman in a gun store six days be-’ ; 
fore the assassination that he wished : 
to exchange a rifle on the advice of a : 
brother. ’ 

Clark told the committee he now re- 



